                                                  October 20, 2005








Mr. Robert Betterton

WV Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Air Quality

601 57th Street

Charleston, West Virginia   25304




Re:
Comments on “Protocol for the Application of the





CALPUFF Model for Analyses of Best Available





Retrofit Technology (BART)” (Revised draft 9/20/05;





VISTAS)

Dear Mr. Betterton:


By messages dated 9/27/05 to West Virginia BART-eligible sources, the DAQ requested comments on the above-referenced draft modeling protocol to be used by VISTAS in analyzing control and impact variables.  Many of these sources are members of the West Virginia Manufacturers Association’s Environmental, Safety and Health Committee.  Accordingly, the WVMA offers these comments on its members’ behalf for  your consideration.

1. Modeling Plant Analysis
The revised draft does not reflect any plans for “model plant analysis” for use by states which may wish to take this approach.  See 70 FR 39118-39119 (July 6, 2005).  This type of analysis can allow states to exempt certain sources by pollutant, size, distance from Class I areas, etc.  This avoids the expense, effort and time that would otherwise attach to source-specific modeling for sources which are highly unlikely to be contributing to visibility impairment.

Based on EPA’s own such model plant analysis, EPA concludes that states may reasonably exempt “sources that emit less than 500 tons per year of NOx or SO2 (or combined NOx and SO22), as long as they are located more than 50 kilometers from any Class I area; and sources which emit less than 1000 tons per year of NOx or SO2 (or combined NOx and SO2) that are located more than 100 kilometers from any Class I area.”

EPA further states that:  “States may want to conduct their own model plant analysis that take into account local, regional, and other relevant factors (such as meteorology, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, and ammonia.)”

The WVMA believes that the use of such an approach would allow small emitters to drop out of more extensive model analysis.  We also believe that detailed data collection on such numerous small sources located at a BART source site is wasted effort and needless complication in any model.  We urge the adoption up front of any appropriate exemptions based on low emissions and distance from Class I areas.

2. Cap and Trade Programs
We note that the protocol also does not address the effectiveness of any emissions cap and trade programs.  EPA has determined to allow the CAIR rules and trading  program to suffice for BART for NOx and SO2 for EGU’s.  We believe that the model should now be adjusted to reflect these inputs.

3. Limit Qualifying Pollutants
EPA’s July 6 guidance indicates that ammonia may not be anything more than a local influence on visibility (page 39114).  Rather than chasing down data and doing modeling for such sources, the WVMA urges VISTAS and the DAQ to   exempt potential BART sources from gathering any data on ammonia, especially if early VISTAS runs show that control of ammonia has no significant impact.

Similarly, EPA notes that high molecular weight organic compounds tend to be directly emitted as particles at ambient temperatures and are considered to be primary PM 2.5 emissions and not VOCs for BART purposes (page 39114).  Given this guidance, we urge the DAQ to exempt from BART data-gathering all sources of VOCs.  We especially urge the exemption of sources which are not high-carbon VOC emitters (compounds with 25 carbon atoms or more and low vapor pressure).  If initial VISTAS screening shows that VOC reductions do not contribute significantly to visibility improvements, then we urge the former approach of exempting VOC sources from any BART analysis.  Early indications from EPA are that they do not expect states to model VOC sources.                                                                                           

4. Small Sources                                                                                                                     

The WVMA urges the adoption of some method for screening out small emitters from any detailed data-gathering or modeling.  Alternatively, we urge the approval of modeling protocols which, for small units at a BART site, assume that all emissions vent from the highest small-source stack or the “worst-case” stack, and allow the use of other data-merging techniques.  This would eliminate the need to gather detailed information on clearly de minimis units.  This would vastly relieve the data-gathering burden on complex sources, such as manufacturing plants, which have only a few units that are actually large emitters (typically boilers) and numerous small sources that constitute only a small fraction of the total BART unit emissions.  Real life example:  9 of 172 units comprise 99% of total emissions but the other 163 unit sources would still have to provide detailed modeling data even though they are highly likely to never be required to install BART.

5. Background Values
To the extent possible, we urge the DAQ to supply natural background values to VISTAS which are valid for West Virginia.  Given the wide variety in terrain and non-anthropogenic contributions, we believe that varying backgrounds should be used in the model appropriate to a given state.  The background for highly-wooded, largely rural West Virginia should not be the same values used for flat coastal states like Florida.  
The WVMA appreciates the opportunity to submit these preliminary comments on the draft modeling protocol, and our members look forward to working with the DAQ in this complex planning effort.






Sincerely,






John Pitner       (John.Pitner@cytec.com)





Air Team Leader






Environmental Safety & Health Committee






West Virginia Manufacturers Association

                                                      2001 Quarrier Street
                                                      Charleston, WV 25311
cc:
Karen Price, President


Air Team/BART Members


Ms. Laura Crowder, DAQ


Mr. Fred Durham, DAQ


Mr. Chris Arrington, DAQ

      Kim Brown Poland, Esq.
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