October 21, 2005

Carla Bedenbaugh

Emissions Inventory Section 

Bureau of Air Quality

SC Dept of Health & Environmental Control

2600 Bull Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Re:    Best Available Retrofit Technology (BART) Draft Modeling Protocol

Dear Ms. Bedenbaugh: 

The following comments are provided on behalf of the South Carolina Manufacturers Alliance (SCMA) regarding the proposed Best Available Retrofit Technology (BART) modeling protocol.  The SCMA represents over 100 companies with over 90,000 associates operating and working in South Carolina.  Many SCMA member companies have sources that are on the BART eligible list.  

SCMA is concerned that the CALPUFF modeling system generates very conservative estimates of impacts on visibility.  The results will force affected sources to incur additional expense to either demonstrate they are not impacting visibility or considerable expense for abatement that is not, in reality, justified.  SCMA encourages VISTAS to adopt a more realistic modeling protocol.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this issue.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  

Sincerely,

Sara Hopper

Director of Government Relations
